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The “new” secular and now post-Christian culture demands a new way of 

teaching, witnessing, and living the Gospel of Jesus Christ—one that is 

new in its ardor, methods, and expressions.  

A New Cultural Reality 



A World “Simply Irreligious”

To live in a world “simply irreligious” did not mean a world devoid of religious 
believers, of whom there were hundreds of millions.  It meant a world in 
which the biblical view of the human person, the human community, human 
origins, and human destiny no longer had significant public traction among 
those whose decisions shaped the human future.  It meant a world in which 
religion was increasingly considered a personal lifestyle choice rather than a 
matter of life-defining convictions and practices with eternal 
consequences…it meant a world in which Catholicism would cease to be an 
ethnic, national, or cultural inheritance.  In a word, Christendom was over.  
(George Weigel, To Sanctify the World, pg. 32)



A Reading of the 
Signs of the Times

1. The widespread separation of faith and 
life.

2. Increasing liturgical indifference.

3. The rise of secular humanism and cultural 
atheism.

4. The perceived irrelevance of the faith in a 
technological world.



A Seismic Ecclesial Shift 

The era of what might be called ecclesiocentricity—a Church often focused in 
modernity on institutional survival and institutional maintenance—was drawing 
to a close.  A new era of Christocentricity—a Church re-focused on the Gospel 
proclamation of Jesus Christ as the answer to the question that is every human 
life—was beginning.  That was the direction that the Holy Spirit had been leading 
the Church for almost a century…In taking this path, John XXIII insisted, the 
Catholic Church was not making a sharp break with the past.  Rather, it was 
returning, spiritually and in its spiritual imagination, to the Galilee of Matthew 28 
and the Great Commission.   Catholicism was retrieving and renewing its 
constituting, evangelical purpose.  (George Weigel, The Next Pope, pg. 15)



The Vision of St. John XXIII

RESSOURCEMENT 

A rediscovery of the sources of the 
Catholic faith…an enrichment of 
faith:

• Sacred Scripture
• Sacred Tradition and Doctrine
• The Church Fathers
• The Witness of the Saints 

“The greatest concern of the Ecumenical 
Council is this: that the sacred deposit of 
Christian doctrine should be guarded 
and taught more efficaciously.”

AGGIORNAMENTO 

A “bringing up to date” in order to 
better proclaim, hand on, and 
witness the truth of Jesus Christ to 
the modern world:

“But at the same time she must ever 
look to the present, to the new 
conditions and new forms of life 
introduced into the modern 
world….The substance of the ancient 
doctrine of the deposit of faith is one 
thing, and the way in which it is 
presented is another.  And it is the 
latter that must be taken into great 
consideration.”

A proper interpretation cannot divorce these two pillars of the Council! 



Pastoral Renewal Ad Intra 

➢ Pastoral renewal ad intra is the Church, in light of Sacred Scripture 
and Sacred Tradition, renewing her own mission and fidelity to 
Christ to become a more effective sacrament of salvation for the 
world. 

➢ Ressourcement:  a return to the sources of the Christian faith to 
achieve a greater fidelity to the Gospel and renewed identity and 
mission in Christ.  Mission flows from being. 

➢ Fidelity to God:  The Church as the “sacrament of salvation” is duty 
bound to authentically teach and hand on the truth of Jesus Christ 
to the modern world. 



Pastoral Renewal Ad Extra 

➢ Pastoral renewal ad intra cannot be divorced from a pastoral mission that is 
directed to the world outside the Church.  Pastoral renewal ad extra is the 
renewal of the Church’s mission to the world, particularly her new situation in 
the modern world. 

➢ Aggiornamento:  an “bringing up to date” to the modern world—how the 
Church can more effectively hand on and express the Gospel message to the 
modern world.

➢ Fidelity to the human person:  The Council demanded a pastoral and 
kerygmatic style of proclaiming the faith that is effective in reaching the 
hearts and minds of modern men and women. 



The Four Goals of Vatican II 

This sacred Council has several aims in view: it desires to impart an ever-increasing vigor 
to the Christian life of the faithful; to adapt more suitably to the needs of our own times 
those institutions which are subject to change; to foster whatever can promote union 
among all who believe in Christ; to strengthen whatever can help to call the whole of 
mankind into the household of the Church. (Sacrosanctum Concilium, 1)



The Four Goals of Vatican II 

➢ Renewed Discipleship:  To foster holiness and 
mature discipleship among all the faithful that is a 
sharing in the messianic mission of Jesus Christ. 

➢ Adaptation for Renewal and Mission:  To adapt or 
renew those areas of the Church that can be 
changed to better equip the Church for mission. 

➢ Ecumenism:  To help to unite all Christians into 
the one true Church of Jesus Christ.

➢ Evangelization:  To more effectively spread the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in the culture and situation 
of the modern world.  



St. Paul VI and the Paths of Renewal 

Ecclesiam Suam: Paths of the Church

➢ Awareness:  The Church must first more deeply 
meditate on her identity and mission in Jesus 
Christ.

➢ Renewal:  The Church must then be renewed 
through conversion to become more holy and 
conformed to God’s word and truth.

➢ Dialogue/Mission:  The Church can then fully 
participate in Christ’s mission to evangelize and 
serve modern men and women by teaching and 
witnessing the truth with love. 



A New Missionary 
Ecclesiology 

In Ecclesiam Suam, this great Pontiff indicated the 
paths of an inspired ecclesial journey towards the third 
millennium.  The first is a spiritual path and refers to 
the awareness the Church must have of herself to 
conform to the vocation entrusted to her by the 
Redeemer.  The second is the moral path and concerns 
the authentic ascetic, practical, and canonical renewal 
she needs to carry out her mission in the world.  The 
third is the way of the apostolate.  For the ecclesial 
community, the method of dialogue is becoming the 
way in which to work to bring the Lord’s comforting 
message of salvation everywhere.  (St. John Paul II, 
Angelus Address, August 8, 1999)



Let Us Go Forward in Hope! 

Let us go forward in hope! A new millennium is opening before the Church like a vast 
ocean upon which we shall venture, relying on the help of Christ. The Son of God, who 
became incarnate two thousand years ago out of love for humanity, is at work even 
today: we need discerning eyes to see this and, above all, a generous heart to become 
the instruments of his work…Now, the Christ whom we have contemplated and loved 
bids us to set out once more on our journey: "Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit" (Mt 28:19). The missionary mandate accompanies us into the Third Millennium 
and urges us to share the enthusiasm of the very first Christians: we can count on the 
power of the same Spirit who was poured out at Pentecost and who impels us still 
today to start out anew, sustained by the hope "which does not disappoint" (Rom 5:5). 
(St. John Paul II, Novo millennio ineunte, 58)
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