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Dogmatic Constitution 
on the Church 

➢  Lumen gentium:  Christ is the Light to the nations and 
the Church reflects the light of Christ to the world.

➢ Lumen gentium provides a deeper awareness and 
renewal of the Church’s mission in Christ.

➢ The more the Church understands herself in Christ 
and conforms herself to Christ, the more effective she 
is in her mission.

➢ Lumen Gentium presents a missionary ecclesiology for 
the New Evangelization. 



Structure of Lumen 
Gentium 
➢ Chapter 1:  The Mystery of the Church (One)

➢ Chapter 2:  The People of God (Catholic)

➢ Chapter 3:  The Hierarchical Structure (Apostolic)

➢ Chapter 4:  The Laity

➢ Chapter 5:  The Universal Call to Holiness in the Church (Holy)

➢ Chapter 6:  Religious Life 

➢ Chapter 7:  The Eschatological Nature of the Pilgrim Church 
and its Union with the Church in Heaven

➢ Chapter 8:  The Blessed Virgin Mary in the Mystery of Christ 
and the Church (Mary is Mother and Model of the Church)



A Divine and Sacramental Reality

Christ is the Light of nations. Because this is so, this Sacred Synod gathered 
together in the Holy Spirit eagerly desires, by proclaiming the Gospel to every 
creature, to bring the light of Christ to all men, a light brightly visible on the 
countenance of the Church. Since the Church is in Christ like a sacrament or as 
a sign and instrument both of a very closely knit union with God and of the 
unity of the whole human race, it desires now to unfold more fully to the 
faithful of the Church and to the whole world its own inner nature and 
universal mission. This it intends to do following faithfully the teaching of 
previous councils. The present-day conditions of the world add greater urgency to 
this work of the Church so that all men, joined more closely today by various 
social, technical and cultural ties, might also attain fuller unity in Christ. (LG, 1)



The Church is One in the Holy Trinity

A People Made One in the Unity of the Trinity

➢ A plan born in the Father’s heart (CCC, 759) 

➢ The Church is instituted by Jesus Christ and born “by 
the blood and water which flowed from the open side 
of a crucified Jesus.” (LG, 3)

➢ The Church is expressed and brought about in the 
Eucharist.

➢ The Church is revealed, empowered, and guided by 
      the Holy Spirit. 



The Church is the Sacrament 
of Salvation 

Christ, the one Mediator, established and continually sustains here on earth His holy 
Church, the community of faith, hope and charity, as an entity with visible 
delineation through which He communicated truth and grace to all. But, the society 
structured with hierarchical organs and the Mystical Body of Christ, are not to 
be considered as two realities, nor are the visible assembly and the spiritual 
community, nor the earthly Church and the Church enriched with heavenly 
things; rather they form one complex reality which coalesces from a divine and 
a human element.  For this reason, by no weak analogy, it is compared to the 
mystery of the incarnate Word. As the assumed nature inseparably united to Him, 
serves the divine Word as a living organ of salvation, so, in a similar way, does the 
visible social structure of the Church serve the Spirit of Christ, who vivifies it, in the 
building up of the body. (LG, 8)



The One Church of Jesus Christ 

This is the one Church of Christ which in the Creed is professed as one, holy, 
catholic and apostolic, which our Savior, after His Resurrection, 
commissioned Peter to shepherd, and him and the other apostles to extend 
and direct with authority, which He erected for all ages as "the pillar and 
mainstay of the truth". This Church constituted and organized in the 
world as a society, subsists in the Catholic Church, which is governed by 
the successor of Peter and by the Bishops in communion with him, 
although many elements of sanctification and of truth are found outside 
of its visible structure. These elements, as gifts belonging to the Church of 
Christ, are forces impelling toward catholic unity. (LG, 8)



The Messianic 
People of God 

All men are called to belong to the new 
people of God. Wherefore this people, while 
remaining one and only one, is to be spread 
throughout the whole world and must exist 
in all ages, so that the decree of God's will 
may be fulfilled…It was for this purpose that 
God sent His Son, whom He appointed heir 
of all things, that be might be teacher, king 
and priest of all, the head of the new and 
universal people of the sons of God.  (LG, 9)



➢ Priestly Mission:  Offer our lives as a sacrifice 
of praise through worship and prayer.

➢ Prophetic Mission:  Teach and witness through 
word and deed.

➢ Kingly Mission:  Living fullness of life in Christ 
through conversion and Christian service. 

Sharers in the Messianic 
Mission of Christ 



Empowered by the 
Gifts of the Spirit 
It is not only through the sacraments and the 
ministries of the Church that the Holy Spirit 
sanctifies and leads the people of God and 
enriches it with virtues, but, "allotting his gifts 
to everyone according as He wills, He 
distributes special graces among the faithful of 
every rank. By these gifts He makes them fit and 
ready to undertake the various tasks and offices 
which contribute toward the renewal and 
building up of the Church, according to the words 
of the Apostle: "The manifestation of the Spirit is 
given to everyone for profit". (LG, 12)



All men are called to be part of this catholic unity of 
the people of God which in promoting universal 
peace presages it. And there belong to or are 
related to it in various ways, the Catholic faithful, 
all who believe in Christ, and indeed the whole of 
mankind, for all men are called by the grace of God 
to salvation. (LG, 13)

➢ The Catholic Faithful (LG, 14)

➢ Other Christians (LG, 15)

➢ Non-Christian Religions (LG, 16)

➢ The Church Exists to Evangelize (LG, 17) 

Striving Toward 
Catholic Unity 



➢ The Origin of the Episcopate

➢ Collegiality 

➢ The Episcopal Mission of Priest, Prophet, and 
King

➢ The Priesthood and its Relationship to Christ, 
the Bishops, Priests, and the Faithful

➢ The Diaconate 

The Church is Apostolic: 
The Hierarchy



The Role and Mission of the Laity

A Messianic Mission 

The term laity is here understood to mean all the faithful except those in 
holy orders and those in the state of religious life specially approved by the 
Church. These faithful are by baptism made one body with Christ and are 
constituted among the People of God; they are in their own way made 
sharers in the priestly, prophetical, and kingly functions of Christ; and 
they carry out for their own part the mission of the whole Christian people in 
the Church and in the world. (LG, 31)



The Priestly Mission of the Laity 

Called to Sanctify the World 

For besides intimately linking them to His life and His mission, He also gives them a 
sharing in His priestly function of offering spiritual worship for the glory of God and 
the salvation of men. For this reason the laity, dedicated to Christ and anointed by 
the Holy Spirit, are marvelously called and wonderfully prepared so that ever more 
abundant fruits of the Spirit may be produced in them. For all their works, prayers 
and apostolic endeavors, their ordinary married and family life, their daily 
occupations, their physical and mental relaxation, if carried out in the Spirit, and 
even the hardships of life, if patiently borne—all these become "spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ".  Together with the offering of the 
Lord's body, they are most fittingly offered in the celebration of the Eucharist. 
Thus, as those everywhere who adore in holy activity, the laity consecrate the 
world itself to God. (LG, 34)



The Prophetic Mission of the Laity 

A Sign of Contradiction 

Just as the sacraments of the New Law, by which the life and the apostolate 
of the faithful are nourished, prefigure a new heaven and a new earth, so too 
the laity go forth as powerful proclaimers of a faith in things to be hoped for, 
when they courageously join to their profession of faith a life springing from 
faith. This evangelization, that is, this announcing of Christ by a living 
testimony as well as by the spoken word, takes on a specific quality and 
a special force in that it is carried out in the ordinary surroundings of the 
world. (LG, 35)



The Kingly Mission of the Laity 

To Serve is to Reign 

Now Christ has communicated this royal power to His disciples that they 
might be constituted in royal freedom and that by true penance and a holy 
life they might conquer the reign of sin in themselves.  Further, He has 
shared this power so that serving Christ in their fellow men they might by 
humility and patience lead their brethren to that King for whom to serve is to 
reign. But the Lord wishes to spread His kingdom also by means of the laity, 
namely, a kingdom of truth and life, a kingdom of holiness and grace, a 
kingdom of justice, love and peace. (LG, 36)



The Universal Call to Holiness 

Thus it is evident to everyone, that all the faithful of Christ of whatever rank or status, are called 
to the fullness of the Christian life and to the perfection of charity…They must follow in His 
footsteps and conform themselves to His image seeking the will of the Father in all things. They 
must devote themselves with all their being to the glory of God and the service of their 
neighbor. In this way, the holiness of the People of God will grow into an abundant harvest of 
good, as is admirably shown by the life of so many saints in Church history.  (LG, 40)



Means to Holiness

➢ Perfection of Charity

➢ The Sacraments
▪ Eucharist
▪ Sacrament of Reconciliation

➢ Martyrdom

➢ Living the Evangelical Counsels 
▪ Poverty
▪ Chastity
▪ Obedience

➢ Humility 



Mary Mother and Model of the Church

The Blessed Virgin Mary 

➢ Receives the Word of God
 
➢ The Mother of Christ and of all 

Christians

➢ Mary brings forth Christ into the 
world.

➢ Mediatrix of all grace

The Church 

➢ Receives the Word of God in faith.

➢ Mother of all the faithful in the 
order of grace. 

➢ The Church brings forth the 
Eucharistic Christ into the world.

➢ Sacrament of salvation through 
which all grace flows. 
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