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Dogmatic Constitution on
the Word Of God Dei Verbum DOGMATIC

CONSTITUTION
. . ON DIVINE
Hearing the word of God with reverence and REVELATION
proclaiming it with faith, the sacred synod takes its S e S
direction from these words of St. John: "We announce SOLEMNLY PROMULGATED
to you the eternal life which dwelt with the Father and ON NOVEMBER 18, 1965

was made visible to us. What we have seen and heard
we announce to you, so that you may have fellowship
with us and our common fellowship be with the Father
and His Son Jesus Christ" (1 John 1:2-3). Therefore,
following in the footsteps of the Council of Trent and of
the First Vatican Council, this present council wishes to
set forth authentic doctrine on divine revelation and
how it is handed on, so that by hearing the message of
salvation the whole world may believe, by believing it
may hope, and by hoping it may love. (DV, 1)




Ad Intra and Ad Extra
Focus of Dei Verbum

) > Ad intra: DejVerbum invites the Church to listen
\# to the word of God with reverence so that she
can more perfectly conform to that word. The
Church is not above the word of God but is called
to conform to it and to serve it by faithfully
proclaiming it.

» Ad extra: Dei Verbum ultimately desires to more
fully announce the Father's loving plan of
salvation so that the modern world might believe
in the fullness of truth as revealed by Christ and
entrusted to the Church.




Structure of Deis

Verbum

» Chapter I: Establishes the interpersonal connection
between God’s revelation and our response of faith.

» Chapters II-V: Considers the gifts God has provided so
that his word may be heard and responded to
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» Chapter VI: Sets forth how the Church responds to
these gifts in our time.
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God Initiates Revelation Out of Love

“Through this revelation, therefore, the invisible God (see Col. 1;15,1 Tim.
1:17) out of the abundance of His love speaks to men as friends (see Ex.
33:11; John 15:14-15) and lives among them (see Bar. 3:38), so that He
may invite and take them into fellowship with Himself.” (DV, 2)




The Gentrality of the Narratio

This plan of revelation is realized by deeds and words having an inner unity: the
deeds wrought by God in the history of salvation manifest and confirm the teaching
and realities signified by the words, while the words proclaim the deeds and clarify
the mystery contained in them. By this revelation then, the deepest truth about God
and the salvation of man shines out for our sake in Christ, who is both the mediator
and the fullness of all revelation. (DV, 2)




» Revelation/Doctrine: God’s own personal and intimate revelation of
himself.

» Faith: Our personal and total response to God’s revelation of himself.

We do not believe in formulas, but in those realities they express, which
faith allows us to touch. "The believer's act [of faith] does not terminate in
the propositions, but in the realities [which they express]." All the same, we
do approach these realities with the help of formulations of the faith which
permit us to express the faith and to hand it on, to celebrate it in
community, to assimilate and live on it more and more. (CCC, 170)




The Obedience of
Faith

"The obedience of faith" (Rom. 16:26; see 1:5; 2 Cor
10:5-6) "is to be given to God who reveals, an
obedience by which man commits his whole self
freely to God, offering the full submission of intellect
and will to God who reveals," and freely assenting to
the truth revealed by Him. To make this act of faith, the
grace of God and the interior help of the Holy Spirit must
precede and assist, moving the heart and turning it to
God, opening the eyes of the mind and giving "joy and
ease to everyone in assenting to the truth and believing
it." To bring about an ever deeper understanding of
revelation the same Holy Spirit constantly brings faith to
completion by His gifts. (DV, 5)




The Handing on of Divine Revelation

» Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture form one sacred deposit of faith
entrusted to the Church.

» The Church possesses the fullness of Divine Revelation.

» The Magisterium is the authoritative guardian and interpreter of Divine
Revelation.

It is clear, therefore, that sacred tradition, Sacred Scripture and the teaching
authority of the Church, in accord with God's most wise design, are so linked
and joined together that one cannot stand without the others, and that all
together and each in its own way under the action of the one Holy Spirit
contribute effectively to the salvation of souls. (DV, 10)




Divine Inspiration of
Sacred Scripture

Therefore, since everything asserted by the inspired
authors or sacred writers must be held to be
asserted by the Holy Spirit, it follows that the books
of Scripture must be acknowledged as teaching
solidly, faithfully and without error that truth which
God wanted put into sacred writings for the sake of
salvation. Therefore "all Scripture is divinely inspired
and has its use for teaching the truth and refuting
error, for reformation of manners and discipline in
right living, so that the man who belongs to God may

be efficient and equipped for good work of every kind"
(2 Tim. 3:16-17). (DV, 11)




The Interpretation of Scripture

But, since Holy Scripture must be read and interpreted in the sacred spirit in
which it was written, no less serious attention must be given to the content and
unity of the whole of Scripture if the meaning of the sacred texts is to be correctly
worked out. The living tradition of the whole Church must be taken into account
along with the harmony which exists between elements of the faith. It is the task
of exegetes to work according to these rules toward a better understanding and
explanation of the meaning of Sacred Scripture, so that through preparatory
study the judgment of the Church may mature. For all of what has been said about
the way of interpreting Scripture is subject finally to the judgment of the Church,
which carries out the divine commission and ministry of guarding and interpreting

the word of God. (DV, 12)




The Old Testament

God, the inspirer and author of both Testaments,
wisely arranged that the New Testament be
hidden in the Old and the Old be made manifest
in the New. For, though Christ established the
new covenant in His blood (see Luke 22:20; 1 Cor.
11:25), still the books of the Old Testament with
all their parts, caught up into the proclamation of
the Gospel, acquire and show forth their full
meaning in the New Testament (see Matt. 5:17;
Luke 24:27; Rom. 16:25-26; 2 Cor. 14:16) and in
turn shed light on it and explain it. (DV, 16)




The New Testament

It is common knowledge that among all the Scriptures, even those of the New Testament, the
Gospels have a special preeminence, and rightly so, for they are the principal witness for the
life and teaching of the incarnate Word, our savior.

The Church has always and everywhere held and continues to hold that the four Gospels are
of apostolic origin. For what the Apostles preached in fulfillment of the commission of Christ,
afterwards they themselves and apostolic men, under the inspiration of the divine Spirit,
handed on to us in writing: the foundation of faith, namely, the fourfold Gospel, according to
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

Holy Mother Church has firmly and with absolute constancy held, and continues to hold, that
the four Gospels just named, whose historical character the Church unhesitatingly asserts,
faithfully hand on what Jesus Christ, while living among men, really did and taught for their
eternal salvation until the day He was taken up into heaven (see Acts 1:1). (DV, 18-19)




The New Testament

Besides the four Gospels, the canon of the New
Testament also contains the epistles of St. Paul and
other apostolic writings, composed under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, by which, according to
the wise plan of God, those matters which concern
Christ the Lord are confirmed, His true teaching is
more and more fully stated, the saving power of the
divine work of Christ is preached, the story is told of
the beginnings of the Church and its marvelous
growth, and its glorious fulfillment is foretold. (DV, 20)




Scripture in the Life of the Ghurch

The Church has always venerated the divine Scriptures just as she venerates the body
of the Lord, since, especially in the sacred liturgy, she unceasingly receives and offers
to the faithful the bread of life from the table both of God's word and of Christ's body.
She has always maintained them, and continues to do so, together with sacred
tradition, as the supreme rule of faith, since, as inspired by God and committed once
and for all to writing, they impart the word of God Himself without change, and make
the voice of the Holy Spirit resound in the words of the prophets and Apostles.
Therefore, like the Christian religion itself, all the preaching of the Church must
be nourished and regulated by Sacred Scripture. For in the sacred books, the
Father who is in heaven meets His children with great love and speaks with them;
and the force and power in the word of God is so great that it stands as the
support and energy of the Church, the strength of faith for her sons, the food of
the soul, the pure and everlasting source of spiritual life. (DV, 21)




Daily Encounter With
Sacred Scripture

The sacred synod also earnestly and especially urges all
the Christian faithful, especially Religious, to learn by
frequent reading of the divine Scriptures the "excellent
knowledge of Jesus Christ" (Phil. 3:8). “For ignorance of
the Scripturesisignorance of Christ.” Therefore, they
should gladly put themselves in touch with the sacred
text itself, whether it be through the liturgy, rich in the
divine word, or through devotional reading, or through
instructions suitable for the purpose and other aids
which, in our time, with approval and active support of
the shepherds of the Church, are commendably spread
everywhere. (DV, 25)
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