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Source and Summit of the
Christian Life

Nevertheless the liturgy is the summit toward
which the activity of the Church is directed; at
the same time it is the font from which all her
power flows. For the aim and object of
apostolic works is that all who are made sons
of God by faith and baptism should come
together to praise God in the midst of His
Church, to take part in the sacrifice, and to eat

the Lord's supper. (SC, 10)




Vatican II and the
Sacred Liturgy

At the heart of Ratzinger’s solution to these
[liturgical] issues is a proper hermeneutic or lens of
interpretation for the Second Vatican Council since
the interpretation of Vatican Il determines to a
great extent the practice of the liturgy. If the
Council is imagined as a break in the Church’s
history, then the reformed liturgy is seen as a break
with the pre-conciliar liturgy. However, if the
Council is seen in substantial continuity with
tradition, then the reformed rites which it
promulgated will be seen in continuity with the
older form of the liturgy.




Vatican II and the
Sacred Liturgy

Ratzinger believes, therefore, that traditionalists
and progressives make the same error: both view
the Council as a break in tradition. Ratzinger
highlighted both as a cardinal and as pope that the
Council did not represent a rupture, but expressed
continuity with the Church’s history: “There is no
‘ore-" or ‘post-" Conciliar Church,” he writes “There
is but one, unique Church that walks the path
toward the Lord....” (Kevin Magas, Benedict XVI
and the Reforms of the Second Vatican Council: Re-
Catholicizing the Liturgy, Part I|—The Restorative
Vision of A Liturgical Pope, Adoremus.org)




The Hermeneutic of Rupture
and the Liturgy

» A perceived break from the 2,000-year rich tradition of the Liturgy.

» A de-emphasis of the sacrificial nature of the Mass (God-centered).

» An overemphasis on the communal meal and the community (People-
centered).

» Tabernacles moved, communion rails and sanctuaries disappeared.

» Authentic Catholic architecture and sacred art and furnishings
abandoned.

» Use of Latin and sacred music in the liturgy almost entirely
disappeared.




What did SC Really
Say and Do?

[1]n faithful obedience to tradition, the
sacred Council declares that holy Mother
Church holds all lawfully acknowledged rites
to be of equal right and dignity; that she
wishes to preserve them in the future and to
foster them in every way. The Council also
desires that, where necessary, the rites be
revised carefully in the light of sound
tradition, and that they be given new vigor
to meet the circumstances and needs of
modern times. (SC, 4)

Sacrosanctum

Concilium
On the Sacred Liturgy

VATICAN CouNciL 1l

Introduction by
CARDINAL FRANCIS ARINZE




What did SC Really
Say and Do?

In the restoration and promotion of the
sacred liturgy, this full and active
participation by all the people is the aim
to be considered before all else; foritis
the primary and indispensable source
from which the faithful are to derive the
true Christian spirit; and therefore pastors
of souls must zealously strive to achieve it,
by means of the necessary instruction, in all
their pastoral work. (SC, 14)
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SC and the Reform of the Liturgy

In order that the Christian people may more certainly derive an abundance of
graces from the sacred liturgy, holy Mother Church desires to undertake with great
care a general restoration of the liturgy itself. For the liturgy is made up of
immutable elements divinely instituted, and of elements subject to change. These
not only may but ought to be changed with the passage of time if they have suffered
from the intrusion of anything out of harmony with the inner nature of the liturgy or
have become unsuited to it.

In this restoration, both texts and rites should be drawn up so that they express
more clearly the holy things which they signify; the Christian people, so far as
possible, should be enabled to understand them with ease and to take part in them
fully, actively, and as befits a community. (SC, 21)




Liturgy: The Public
Worship of God

Rightly, then, the liturgy is considered
as an exercise of the priestly office of
Jesus Christ. In the liturgy the
sanctification of the man is signified by
signs perceptible to the senses, and is
effected in a way which corresponds with
each of these signs; in the liturgy the
whole public worship is performed by
the Mystical Body of Jesus Christ, that
is, by the Head and His members. (SC, 7)




Christ is Present and
Working in the Liturgy

» In the person of the priest (In persona Christi)
» In the Word of God

» Substantially present in the Eucharist (real
presence par excellence)

» |In the sacraments

» In the worshipping faithful gathered in his
name




The Wedding Eeast of the Lamb

In the earthly liturgy we take part in a foretaste of that heavenly liturgy which is celebrated in the
holy city of Jerusalem toward which we journey as pilgrims, where Christ is sitting at the right hand
of God, a minister of the holies and of the true tabernacle; we sing a hymn to the Lord's glory with all
the warriors of the heavenly army; venerating the memory of the saints, we hope for some part and
fellowship with them; we eagerly await the Savior, Our Lord Jesus Christ, until He, our life, shall

appear and we too will appear with Him in glory. (SC, 8)




The Mass and the Holy Trinity

From that time onwards the Church has never failed to come together to celebrate the paschal
mystery: reading those things "which were in all the scriptures concerning him" (Luke 24:27),
celebrating the eucharist in which "the victory and triumph of his death are again made
present”, and at the same time giving thanks "to God for his unspeakable gift" (2 Cor. 9:15) in
Christ Jesus, "in praise of his glory" (Eph. 1:12), through the power of the Holy Spirit. (SC, 6)




The Sacrifice of
the Mass

At the Last Supper, on the night when He
was betrayed, our Savior instituted the
eucharistic sacrifice of His Body and
Blood. He did this in order to perpetuate
the sacrifice of the Cross throughout the
centuries until He should come again, and
so to entrust to His beloved spouse, the
Church, a memorial of His death and
resurrection...(SC, 47)




The Priestly Mission of the Laity

Called to Sanctify the World

For besides intimately linking them to His life and His mission, He also gives them a
sharing in His priestly function of offering spiritual worship for the glory of God and
the salvation of men. For this reason the laity, dedicated to Christ and anointed by
the Holy Spirit, are marvelously called and wonderfully prepared so that ever more
abundant fruits of the Spirit may be produced in them. For all their works, prayers
and apostolic endeavors, their ordinary married and family life, their daily
occupations, their physical and mental relaxation, if carried out in the Spirit, and
even the hardships of life, if patiently borne—all these become "spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ". Together with the offering of the
Lord's body, they are most fittingly offered in the celebration of the Eucharist.
Thus, as those everywhere who adore in holy activity, the laity consecrate the
world itself to God. (LG, 34)




The Priesthood of
All the Faithful

The Church, therefore, earnestly desires
that Christ's faithful, when present at this
mystery of faith, should not be there as
strangers or silent spectators; on the
contrary, through a good understanding of
the rites and prayers they should take part
in the sacred action conscious of what
they are doing, with devotion and full
collaboration. (SC, 48)




Principles of Participation

SW.LF.T

> Sacrificial: As the royal priesthood, we are to present ourselves in sacrifice to the Father, through Christ, in
the Holy Spirit: “They should give thanks to God; by offering the Immaculate Victim, not only through the
hands of the priest, but also with him, they should learn also to offer themselves.” (SC, 48)
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> Sacrificial: As the royal priesthood, we are to present ourselves in sacrifice to the Father, through Christ, in

the Holy Spirit: “They should give thanks to God; by offering the Immaculate Victim, not only through the
hands of the priest, but also with him, they should learn also to offer themselves.” (SC, 48)

Worship: We worship the Holy Trinity at Mass. Worship in the liturgy is ordered towards “human
sanctification and God’s glorification.” (SC, 10) This worship is accomplished through active participation
of all the faithful. This participation is achieved through both activity and receptivity.

Informed: The faithful are to know and understand the words and gestures of the Mass that properly
belong to them through liturgical catechesis: “In liturgical celebrations each person, minister or layman,
who has an office to perform, should do all of, but only, those parts which pertain to his office by the nature
of the rite and the principles of liturgy.” (SC, 28)

Faithful: The Mass belongs to God—not us: “Therefore no other person, even if he be a priest, may add,
remove, or change anything in the liturgy on his own authority.” (SC, 22)

Transformed for Mission: Participation in the liturgy is ordered towards mission: “Go and announce the
Gospel of the Lord.”



Encountering Scripture in the Mass

The Centrality of Scripture in the Liturgy

Sacred scripture is of the greatest importance in the
celebration of the liturgy. For it is from scripture that
lessons are read and explained in the homily, and
psalms are sung; the prayers, collects, and liturgical
songs are scriptural in their inspiration and their force,
and it is from the scriptures that actions and signs
derive their meaning. Thus to achieve the restoration,
progress, and adaptation of the sacred liturgy, it is
essential to promote that warm and living love for
scripture to which the venerable tradition of both
eastern and western rites gives testimony. (SC, 24)




The Importance of
Liturgical Gatechesis

With zeal and patience, pastors of souls must
promote the liturgical instruction of the faithful,
and also their active participation in the liturgy
both internally and externally, taking into
account their age and condition, their way of life,
and standard of religious culture. By so doing,
pastors will be fulfilling one of the chief duties of
a faithful dispenser of the mysteries of God; and
in this matter they must lead their flock not only
in word but also by example. (SC, 19)




The Use of Latin in the Liturgy

1. Particular law remaining in force, the use of the Latin language is to be preserved in the
Latin rites.

2. But since the use of the mother tongue, whether in the Mass, the administration of the

sacraments, or other parts of the liturgy, frequently may be of great advantage to the
people, the limits of its employment may be extended. This will apply in the first place to the
readings and directives, and to some of the prayers and chants... (SC, 36)

In Masses which are celebrated with the people, a suitable place may be allotted to their mother
tongue. This is to apply in the first place to the readings and "the common prayer," but also, as
local conditions may warrant, to those parts which pertain to the people.

Nevertheless steps should be taken so that the faithful may also be able to say or to sing
together in Latin those parts of the Ordinary of the Mass which pertain to them. (SC, 54)




Sacred Music in the Liturgy

The Church acknowledges Gregorian chant as specially suited to the Roman liturgy:
therefore, other things being equal, it should be given pride of place in liturgical services.

But other kinds of sacred music, especially polyphony, are by no means excluded from
liturgical celebrations, so long as they accord with the spirit of the liturgical action...(SC, 116)

In the Latin Church the pipe organ is to be held in high esteem, for it is the traditional musical
instrument which adds a wonderful splendor to the Church's ceremonies and powerfully lifts up
man's mind to God and to higher things.

But other instruments also may be admitted for use in divine worship...This may be done,
however, only on condition that the instruments are suitable, or can be made suitable, for sacred

use, accord with the dignity of the temple, and truly contribute to the edification of the faithful.
(SC, 120)




The practice of placing sacred images in churches so that they may be venerated by the faithful is

to be maintained. Nevertheless their number should be moderate and their relative positions
should reflect right order. (SC, 125)

These laws refer especially to the worthy and well planned construction of sacred buildings, the
shape and construction of altars, the nobility, placing, and safety of the eucharistic tabernacle, the

dignity and suitability of the baptistery, the proper ordering of sacred images, embellishments,
and vestments. (SC, 128)
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