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Pastoral = Reading the signs of the times in light of
doctrine for the sake of dialogue.




Reading the Signs of the Times..
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To carry out such a task, the Church has always had the duty of scrutinizing the signs of the
times and of interpreting them in the light of the Gospel. (GS, 4)

In its penetrating analysis of "the modern world", the Second Vatican Council reached that
most important point of the visible world that is man, by penetrating like Christ the depth of
human consciousness and by making contact with the inward mystery of man, which in

Biblical and non-Biblical language is expressed by the word "heart". (St. John Paul Il,
Redemptor hominis, 8)




In Light of Doctrine..

Through this revelation, therefore, the invisible God out of the abundance of His
love speaks to men as friends and lives among them, so that He may invite and
take them into fellowship with Himself. (Dei Verbum, 2)




For the Sake of Dialogue..

If...the Church realizes what is God's will in its regard, it will gain for itself a great store
of energy, and in addition will conceive the need for pouring out this energy in the
service of all men. It will have a clear awareness of a mission received from God, of a
message to be spread far and wide. Here lies the source of our evangelical duty, our
mandate to teach all nations, and our apostolic endeavor to strive for the eternal
salvation of all men. Merely to remain true to the faith is not enough....The very
nature of the gifts which Christ has given the Church demands that they be extended
to others and shared with others. This must be obvious from the words: "Going,
therefore, teach ye all nations," Christ's final command to His apostles. The word
apostle implies a mission from which there is no escaping.

To this internal drive of charity which seeks expression in the external gift of charity,
We will apply the word "dialogue.“ (St. Paul VI, Ecclesiam Suam, 64)




So That Modern Man Gan Discover
the Truth Abhout Himself

Nevertheless, in the face of the modern development of the world, the number constantly
swells of the people who raise the most basic questions or recognize them with a new
sharpness: what is man? What is this sense of sorrow, of evil, of death, which continues to
exist despite so much progress? What purpose have these victories purchased at so high a
cost? What can man offer to society, what can he expect from it? What follows this earthly
life? (GS, 10)




GS: A Dialogue with the
Modern World

PART I: The Church and the Dignity of the Human Person

PART Il: Some Problems of Particular Urgency (Centered on Human Dignity)
» Marriage and the Family

» The Proper Development of Culture

» Economic and Social Life

» The Life of the Political Community

» Fostering Peace and Promoting a Community of Nations




' A Focus on CGhristian
Anthropology

In various passages in its documents the
Second Vatican Council has expressed the
Church's fundamental solicitude that life in
"the world should conform more to man's
surpassing dignity” (GS, 91) in all its aspects,
so as to make that life "ever more human”
(GS, 38). This is the solicitude of Christ
himself, the good Shepherd of all men. (St.
John Paul ll, Redemptor hominis, 13)




Jesus Ghrist Fully
Reveals Man to Himself
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The truth is that only in the mystery of the
incarnate Word does the mystery of man

ake on light. For Adam, the first man, was
a figure of Him Who was to come, namely
Christ the Lord. Christ, the final Adam, by
the revelation of the mystery of the Father
and His love, fully reveals man to man
himself and makes his supreme calling
clear. (GS, 22
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Christ Unites Himself
With Every Person

For by His incarnation the Son of God
has united Himself in some fashion with
every man. He worked with human
hands, He thought with a human mind,
acted by human choice and loved with a
human heart. Born of the Virgin Mary, He
has truly been made one of us, like us in
all things except sin. (GS, 22)




We Find Ourselves
Through A Sincere Gift

Indeed, the Lord Jesus, when He prayed to
the Father, "that all may be one. .. as we are
one" (John 17:21-22) opened up vistas
closed to human reason, for He implied a
certain likeness between the union of the
divine Persons, and the unity of God's sons
in truth and charity. This likeness reveals
that man, who is the only creature on earth
which God willed for itself, cannot fully find
himself except through a sincere gift of
himself. (GS, 24)




The Primacy of Gonscience

The Seat of Human Dignity

In the depths of his conscience, man detects a law
which he does not impose upon himself, but which
holds him to obedience. Always summoning him to
love good and avoid evil, the voice of conscience
when necessary speaks to his heart: do this, shun
that. For man has in his heart a law written by God;
to obey it is the very dignity of man; according to it
he will be judged. Conscience is the most secret
core and sanctuary of a man. There he is alone with
God, Whose voice echoes in his depths. (GS, 16
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The “Heart” is the Place of Encounter
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The heart is the dwelling-place where | am, where | live; according to the Semitic or Biblical
expression, the heart is the place "to which | withdraw.” The heart is our hidden center,

beyond the grasp of our reason and of others; only the Spirit of God can fathom the human
heart and know it fully. The heart is the place of decision, deeper than our psychic drives. It

is the place of truth, where we choose life or death. It is the place of encounter, because as
image of God we live in relation: it is the place of covenant. (CCC, 2563)




The Apologetics of
Meaning

Since it has been entrusted to the Church to
reveal the mystery of God, Who is the ultimate
goal of man, she opens up to man at the same
time the meaning of his own existence, that is,
the innermost truth about himself. The Church
truly knows that only God, Whom she serves,
meets the deepest longings of the human
heart, which is never fully satisfied by what
this world has to offer. (GS, 41)

“YOU HAVE MADE US FOR
YOURSELF, O LORD, AND DUR
HEARTS ARE RESTLESS UNTIL

THEY REST IN YOU.”

-ST AUGUSTINE




O IR T T Jesus 1s the Answer to
215 the Meaning of Life

“Let us draw light from a Gospel passage:
Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman.
There is no man or woman who, in one’s life,
would not find oneself like the woman of
Samaria beside a well with an empty bucket,
with the hope of finding the fulfillment of the
heart’s most profound desire, that which
alone could give full meaning to life.” (Synod
on the New Evangelization, 2012)




Evangelization Through Witness

Above all the Gospel must be proclaimed by witness. Take a Christian or a handful of Christians
who, in the midst of their own community, show their capacity for understanding and
acceptance, their sharing of life and destiny with other people, their solidarity with the efforts of
all for whatever is noble and good. Let us suppose that, in addition, they radiate in an altogether
simple and unaffected way their faith in values that go beyond current values, and their hope in
something that is not seen and that one would not dare to imagine. Through this wordless
witness these Christians stir up irresistible questions in the hearts of those who see how they live:
Why are they like this? Why do they live in this way? What or who is it that inspires them? Why are
they in our midst? Such a witness is already a silent proclamation of the Good News and a very
powerful and effective one. Here we have an initial act of evangelization. The above questions
will ask, whether they are people to whom Christ has never been proclaimed, or baptized people
who do not practice, or people who live as nominal Christians but according to principles that are
in no way Christian, or people who are seeking, and not without suffering, something or someone
whom they sense but cannot name. Other questions will arise, deeper and more demanding
ones, questions evoked by this withess which involves presence, sharing, solidarity, and which is
an essential element, and generally the first one, in evangelization. (St. Paul VI, Evangelii
nuntiandi, 21)




Be Not Afraid!

Catholics of America! Always be guided by
the truth—by the truth about God who
created and redeemed us, and by the truth
about the human person, made in the
image and likeness of God and destined for
a glorious fulfillment in the Kingdom to
come. Always be convincing witnesses to
the truth. "Stir into a flame the gift of God"
that has been bestowed upon you in
baptism. Light your nation—light the
world—with the power of that flame! Amen.
(St. John Paul Il, Homily at Camden Yards,
Baltimore, 1995)




Flood my soul with your spirit and life;

Penetrate and possess my whole being so completely
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That everyone with whom | come into contact
May feel your presence within me.

Let them look up and see no longer me—but only Jesus.

Dear Jesus,

Help me to spread your fragrance everywhere | go;
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Amen.

The Fragrance Prayer

| my life may be only a radiance of yours;

nrough me and be so in me

—St. John Henry Cardinal Newman
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