
The Implementation of the 
Council in the Life of the Church
DIOCESAN-WIDE PARISH STUDY 
DIOCESE OF COLORADO SPRINGS 



In our times, the Church after Vatican II in a 
renewed outpouring of the Spirit of Pentecost 
has come to a more lively awareness of her 
missionary nature and has listened again to 
the voice of her Lord who sends her forth into 
the world as "the universal sacrament of 
salvation”.  (St. John Paul II, Christifideles 
laici, 2)

A New Spirit of 
Pentecost



The "little seed" which John XXIII planted "with anxious mind 
and hand“ in the Basilica of St Paul-Outside-the-Walls on 25 
January 1959, when he announced his intention to convoke 
the 21st Ecumenical Council in the Church's history, has grown 
and become a tree which now spreads its majestic and mighty 
branches in the Vineyard of the Lord. It has already produced 
many fruits in its 35 years of life, and it will produce many more 
in the years to come. A new season is dawning before our eyes:  
it is time for deep reflection on the Council's teaching, time to 
harvest all that the Council Fathers sowed and the generation 
of recent years has tended and awaited…

The Legacy of 
Vatican II 



The Second Vatican Ecumenical Council was truly a prophetic 
message for the Church's life; it will continue to be so for many 
years in the third millennium which has just begun. The 
Church, rich in the eternal truths entrusted to her, will still 
speak to the world, proclaiming that Jesus Christ is the one 
true Savior of the world:  yesterday, today and for ever!  (St. 
John Paul II, Address to the Conference Studying the 
Implementation of the Second Vatican Council, February 7, 
2000)

The Legacy of 
Vatican II 



The “Event” of Vatican II

➢ 1959:  St. John XXIII Calls for a new “pastoral” 
Council and defines its mission.

➢ 1962:  John XXIII Opening Address

➢ 1962-1965:  The Sessions of Vatican II

➢ 1965:  The Closing Address of St. Paul VI

➢ Post-Conciliar Interpretation and 
Implementation
▪ Pontificate of St. Paul VI (1964-1978)
▪ Pontificate of St. John Paul II (1978-2005)
▪ Catechism of the Catholic Church (1993)
▪ Jubilee Year of 2000
▪ Pontificate of Pope Benedict XVI (2005-2013)



Renewal of Evangelization 
and Catechesis 

➢ Evangelization in the Modern World 
Evangelii nuntiandi (St. Paul VI) 1973

➢ Catechesis in our Time Catechesi 
tradendae 1979

➢ The Mission of the Redeemer 
Redemptoris missio 1990

➢ The Joy of the Gospel Evangelii 
gaudium (Pope Francis) 2013



The Catechism of Vatican II for the New Evangelization 

On that occasion the Synod Fathers stated: "Very many have 
expressed the desire that a catechism or compendium of all 
Catholic doctrine regarding both faith and morals be composed, 
that it might be, as it were, a point of reference for the catechisms 
or compendiums that are prepared in various regions. The 
presentation of doctrine must be biblical and liturgical. It must be 
sound doctrine suited to the present life of Christians.” After the 
Synod ended, I made this desire my own, considering it as "fully 
responding to a real need both of the universal Church and of the 
particular Churches".  For this reason we thank the Lord 
wholeheartedly on this day when we can offer the entire Church 
this reference text entitled the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
for a catechesis renewed at the living sources of the faith! 
(St. John Paul II, Fidei depositum) 

The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church 



The Role and Mission of the Laity

The basic meaning of this Synod and the most precious fruit desired as a result of it, is the lay 
faithful's hearkening to the call of Christ the Lord to work in his vineyard, to take an active, 
conscientious and responsible part in the mission of the Church in this great moment in 
history, made especially dramatic by occurring on the threshold of the Third Millennium.

A new state of affairs today both in the Church and in social, economic, political and cultural 
life, calls with a particular urgency for the action of the lay faithful. If lack of commitment is 
always unacceptable, the present time renders it even more so. It is not permissible for anyone 
to remain idle.

We continue in our reading of the gospel parable: "And about the eleventh hour he went out 
and found others standing; and he said to them, 'Why do you stand here idle all day?'. They 
said to him, 'Because no one has hired us'. He said to them, 'You go into the vineyard 
too'"( Mt 20:6-7). (Christifideles laici, 3)



Moral and Pastoral 
Theology 

➢ The Theology of the Body (1979-1984)

➢ The Splendor of Truth Veritatis splendor 
1993 

➢ The Role of the Christian Family in the 
Modern World Familiaris consortio 1981

➢ The Gospel of Life Evangeilum vitae 
1995

➢ On the Relationship Between Faith and 
Reason Fides et ratio 1998



➢ On the Mystery and Worship of the Eucharist 
Dominicae cenae 1980

➢ On the Eucharist in its Relationship to the Church 
Ecclesia de Eucharistia 2003

From the perpetuation of the sacrifice of the Cross and 
her communion with the body and blood of Christ in the 
Eucharist, the Church draws the spiritual power needed 
to carry out her mission. The Eucharist thus appears as 
both the source and the summit of all evangelization, 
since its goal is the communion of mankind with Christ 
and in him with the Father and the Holy Spirit.  
(Ecclesia de Eucharistia, 22)

The Sacred Liturgy 



Duc in altum:  Into the Third 
Millennium 

Novo millennium ineunte:  At the Dawn of a New Millennium 

➢ Duc in altum! These words ring out for us today, and they invite us to remember the 
past with gratitude, to live the present with enthusiasm and to look forward to the 
future with confidence: "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and for ever" 
(Heb 13:8).

➢ A Face to Contemplate:  The Church of the New Evangelization is a contemplative 
Church

➢ Starting Afresh with Christ:  “The time has come to re-propose wholeheartedly to 
everyone this high standard of ordinary Christian living.” (NMI, 31)

➢ Witness to Love:  The primary mission of the New Evangelization is mercy. 



Pope Benedict XVI and 
the Year of Faith 

Pope Benedict’s Bootcamp for the 
New Evangelization 

➢ Mission Awareness:   Rediscovery of Vatican II 
and the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

➢ Conversion for Mission: A Summons to an 
Authentic and Renewed Conversion to the 
Lord 

➢ Evangelization and Witness:  The Love of 
Christ Impels Us to Evangelize 



Becoming Missionaries of Mercy 

➢ The Church must become more deeply aware of 
God’s mercy.

➢ The Church must then renewed and transformed 
by God’s mercy.

➢ Through receiving mercy, we are compelled to 
become missionaries of mercy. 

Pope Francis and the 
Year of Mercy 



The Legacy Continues…

I would like us to renew together today our complete 
commitment to the path that the universal Church has 
now followed for decades in the wake of the Second 
Vatican Council.  (Pope Leo XIV)

I encourage all of the faithful of the Diocese through 
prayerful reading and study to rediscover the beautiful 
and inspiring teachings of Vatican II through which the 
Holy Spirit has brought about a new and fresh 
outpouring of the spirit of Pentecost for a New 
Evangelization.   May our Diocese be an answer and a 
witness to the prayer of Pope Benedict XVI: “Let us 
implore from God the grace of a new Pentecost for the 
Church in America.  May tongues of fire, combining 
burning love of God and neighbor with zeal for the 
spread of the Christ’s Kingdom, descend on all present!” 
(Bishop Golka, Pastoral Letter Christ Our Hope)
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